COMENIUS BILATERAL PROJECT 2010

TITLE: YOUR TOWN IS MY TOWN

description of proposed partnership
Please note that this section must be completed jointly by all institutions participating in the Partnership and must be identical in each copy submitted to each National Agency.
summary 
Summary of the planned Partnership. This description may be used by the European Commission and/or the National Agency when providing information on selected projects, so please be clear and precise and do not exceed 200 words. 
The project ‘My town is your town’ is conceived to raise awareness of urban, regional and European identity sharing friendship and spirit of collaboration with partners from Italy and Netherland. 

The aim is to achieve a mutual European identity exploring Bologna and Utrecht through the partners’

eyes in the blogs ‘What’s on in your town’, then on place during the exchange experiences.

Each partner is asked to explore and to report about places of interest and events in the blog to provide the opportunity to partners to get acquainted with the new community.

Learning about differences and similarities will increase pupils identification as European citizens and strengthen their friendship .

Communicating through emails, blogs, twitter will give them a chance to enter into contact with

linguistic diversity in a concrete and practical context improving and reinforcing their confidence in the use of both spoken and written language. 

The project wants also to offer pupils concrete opportunities to deal with traditional subjects in a more personal and creative way introducing a more dynamic and creative approach to school teaching.
context
What is the general context of each institution involved in the proposed Partnership? Is there a specific context as for example: Are the institutions in disadvantaged areas? Do the institutions have pupils, staff or other groups with specific needs, e.g. pupils at risk of social exclusion, pupils with special needs, migrants, refugees? If so, please explain.

	Liceo Scientifico Sabin is a traditional grammar school with good academic records situated in the town centre.

This institution is the most recent scientific oriented school in Bologna even though it was established thirty years ago.

Located near the railway station, it is attended by many commuter pupils living in villages in the province. They come from different areas: from the mountains to the valley and mingle with their schoolmates living in Bologna.

 This variegated community finds in the school a place of aggregation, not only in the morning, nut also in the afternoon when extra curricular activities are organized.

Most are from middle class families and intend to attend University after high school.  

Stichtse vrije schoolZeist.

The Stichtse vrije school is a school situated in a small town to which students from a big area commute by various means of transport, they come from different regions, two big towns in the neighbourhood but also from small rural villages. They come mostly from middleclass families and will attend university after school.

 The students learn English as a foreign language and they will improve their English as it is the common language which they will use to communicate and work together with the students from the partner school. Some students are at risk of social exclusion , others suffer from lack of motivation, We discovered an exchange awakes the feeling of being one group and this means everybody gets a feeling of belonging to the group and everybody is treated this way. The meeting with students of their age from a different country is interesting for them and it is very rewarding to find out how much they they have in common. The project gives the students who need more challenge a chance to contribute towards the exchange, this gives them a positive impulse which has its effect a long time after the exchange is over,

Since the main support for our project will be internet, we believe most pupils what their need or background is will find it highly motivating ,as it is the tool teenagers like best.

 


objectives of the partnership
- What are the concrete objectives of the partnership?

- Explain what subjects or problems you intend to address. 

- What approach will you take to achieve your objectives?

The main topic is the town where pupils live and study with its culture, tradition and social life.

The intention is to make them discover how towns, in particular Bologna and Utrecht, can offer an authentic representation of European cultural environments and ways of living. 

They will focus, at the same time, on what towns have in common and in what they differ to create a more open-minded attitude towards what it might be considered diverse.

Comparing and sharing the dissimilar cultural realities broaden the horizons of the pupils involved in the partnership and increase the awareness of themselves and Europe.

Objectives: 
To promote intercultural dialogue exploring the interaction between education and culture in order    to find similarities and differences

To increase students’ motivation for study through knowing local history and traditions

To find out how our town has developed – from past to present

To get familiar with information and communication technology

To improve teamwork

To increase motivation towards language learning

To get students, parents and teachers actively involved in the project

To enhance European quality of education

Subjects involved:

- History

- Art

- Languages

- Sciences

Approach
- Project activities are integrated into regular curriculum

- Pupils are involved in all phases of the project, including planning blog articles, choosing the  

   topics and evaluating their web product. They will share and discuss by means such as 
   emails, twitter, comments. 

- Pupils will produce visual material (brochures and videos) in workshop sessions during the

   exchanges.

partnership and distribution of tasks
Please explain the distribution of tasks between participating institutions and the competences required from each of them. Also explain how you will ensure the active involvement of all partners in common partnership activities. 

At our first partnership meeting teachers (with pupil involvement) will set out more specific objectives and activities. All together we will determine the pace of the activities and the steps to follow. We will set class exchanges and deadline dates. 

During the project we will be in constant touch by email and be able to follow the progress of the project through our mutual blogs.

Each school will be responsible for establishing relations and keeping in touch with local authorities and organisations to promote the initiative outside the school.

Regular evaluations will serve to monitor effective cooperation and development of the project. Each school will participate in producing and exchanging the material needed for their final illustrative document (brochure) and the sightseeing video. 

cooperation and communication
Please explain how effective cooperation and communication between participating institutions will be organised. 
We will maintain regular contact via e-mail addressing any difficulties that may arise and planning suitable activity to overcome them.

Partners will exchange ideas, information and experiences all through the project as the final products (brochure/video) represent the realisation of cooperation.

The constant dialogue between Italian and Dutch mates will create a solid relationship and  the hope is that as the pupils get involved into the activities, they start communicating spontaneously with each other.

The involvement of the municipality and other local organisations can offer material and experts who can be involved in the preparation of articles published in the blog and in the production of a brochure and a video during the exchange programme.

impact and european added value
What impact and benefits of European cooperation do you expect Partnership activities to have on persons (pupils and staff) and on the participating institutions?
	The main aim of the project is to broaden the horizons of all involved in the partnership, to create awareness about themselves and Europe, to get to know the partner country and to compare the expectations of the pupils.

The participating classes and their schools will work together to understand cultural, social and economic backgrounds of each other. Pupils from each country will improve their language skills by using their knowledge and gathering information on the related topics in contact with their peers.

Working with a school from another country is an important and strengthening activity to grow the international dimension and to promote foreign language skills for study purpose.

Pupils will have the opportunity to learn about partner education system, compare it to theirs and be aware of the common European dimension.

The teachers and all the pupils attending the schools will be informed about the project and become part of it during exchanges to extend the positive effects of the project to the whole school community.

Organizations that may suit the partnership as well as parents and the municipality will be involved and informed about the progress and the results.




relevance for the objectives of the programme
Please tick in the table below, the objectives of the Comenius programme that your Partnership will address, in addition to the first two (if any – leave blank if none):

	X
	To improve the quality and to increase the volume of mobility involving pupils and educational staff in different Member States (COM-OpObj-1)

	X
	To improve the quality and to increase the volume of partnerships between schools in different Member States, so as to involve at least 3 million pupils in joint educational activities during the period of the programme (COM-OpObj-2)

	X
	To encourage the learning of modern foreign languages (COM-OpObj-3)

	X
	To support the development of innovative ICT-based content, services, pedagogies and practice in lifelong learning (COM-OpObj-4)

	
	To enhance the quality and European dimension of teacher training (COM-OpObj-5)

	
	To support improvements in pedagogical approaches and school management (COM-OpObj-6)


evaluation 
How will you evaluate, during and after the Partnership, whether the aims of the partnership have been met and the expected impact has been achieved?
	The project will be regularly monitored and the results will be published on the blogs.
The participants will be evaluated in terms of their degree of involvement and motivation: what they are learning, how they are satisfied with the activities and the products they are carrying out. 
At the end of the first academic year assessment sheets will be given to both the participants to be filled in to evaluate the outcome of the project together with action plans for future cooperation. Each institution involved will produce a set of questions on the topic relevant to their studies.

The final products, video and brochure, will be evaluated when published and disseminated.


active involvement
If your partnership focuses mainly on pupil involvement, please explain to what extent they will be involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of project activities.

And/or

If your partnership mainly deals with pedagogical or management issues, please explain how all relevant staff will be actively involved in planning, implementation and evaluation of project activities.

	The pupils are the protagonists of the project: they will be responsible for the experience and for their ability of getting involved and involving the partners.

At the beginning pupils and teachers will work together even if teachers are tutoring the running of the project to give them the opportunity to learn how to carry out activities on their own by doing them.

Pupils and teachers will use the computer to prepare documents related with the stated subjects. The Internet is the tool that allows them to share products with the other participating school instantly. 

They will use video recorders to produce their experience and the sight seeing activities which will be used in the final products and be published in the school web sites as well as in the municipality sites.

The positive aspect of a collaborative approach held in the long term is that pupils learn to study both with their own schoolmates and the mates from the other school. At the same time, producing something related with themselves, their culture and language, giving them the opportunity to compare that product with the partners’ ones.


integration into learning and/or other ongoing activities
If the project focuses on pupil involvement, please explain how the project will be integrated into the curriculum / learning activities of the participating pupils in each of the participating organisations.

And/or
If your partnership mainly deals with pedagogical or management issues, please explain how the project will be integrated into the ongoing activities of the participating organisations.

The activities will become part of the curriculum: teachers will plan the activities in their syllabus to meet the objectives of the project. 

It will be particularly innovative for the methodology used, based on the use of the new technology.

Italy: History, Art and Sciences will contribute with the themes related to the town of Bologna and its historical, artistic and cultural background. During English lessons, pupils will write reports, articles and any piece of writing needed. 

The Netherlands: During the history lessons the students will study the history of Utrecht , they will concentrate on themes that will be of interest to the visiting partner school. For this they will make a paper and a summary in English, together they will make a  PowerPoint presentation, this will also improve their computer skills and will help them to learn to work together. The experiences they will have when visiting the partner school will be written down in English and this will be part of the English curriculum.

They will put all the pictures , dairies and experiences on a bloch in English so this will improve a lot of useful skills and will be a good way to show others Tpc - 25their experiences.
dissemination and use of results
How will you disseminate and use the results, experiences and, where applicable, products of the Partnership?

- in the participating organisations?

- in the local communities?

- in the wider lifelong learning community?

	All the participants of the bilateral partnership – pupils, teachers, parents – will be involved and informed through meetings or notices in the blogs.

Information about the experience will be also published online in both school websites, as well as in the project blogs and can be seen by anyone interested in the project.

The project intends to take advantage of the municipalities and local cultural organizations who are ready to offer their support concerning the topics developed.

We intend to disseminate the outcome end products amongst the local institutions and organisations. 


topics

Please list the main thematic areas (maximum 3) of your Partnership or complete under "other" if it is missing from the list

	Nr. 
	Topic ( maximum 3) [Table E - Topics]

	1
	Tpc 10 cultural heritage

	2
	Tpc – 37 history and social science

	3
	Tpc-25 New technologies


educational fields 

Please list the main educational fields in which Partnership activities will be implemented 

	Nr. 
	Field (maximum 3) [Table F – Educational fields]

	1
	 0105 history

	2
	0109 foreign language

	3
	010i new technologies


ONLY FOR BILATERAL PARTNERSHIPS:
organisation of class exchanges 
For both participating institutions, please describe the type of preparation which will be provided in the language of the partner institution before the exchange. Please describe (1) number of hours, (2) who will provide the preparation, (3) methods to be used and (4) expected level of proficiency. (A minimum of 20 hours of language teaching is recommended for languages that are not on the curriculum of participating students.)
Italy
Pupils have all acquired B2 level in English and in French. They study Latin and are good at learning foreign language. 

They will  follow a course of 20 hours so as to be able to get at least a A1 level of competence in  the Dutch language. The coordinator of the project is in charge of organizing it.
The Netherlands

The students speak English fluently and will get a course of 20 hours from a native Italian teacher 

To learn the Italian language, they will  put this into practice when visiting the partnerschool.

cooperation during class exchanges 
Please describe how pupils will work together in practice during the class exchange to the partner school
They will gather and evaluate all the material published on the blog in order to produce a brochure and a video about the two towns representing similarities and differences that are considered interesting. 

As for the video pupils will select materials interesting for a general public audience; they will write script and directions; they will provide a complete outline adding new ideas and balancing the topics; finally they will make the video and decide how to distribute it.

Each Pupils will be assigned a role in the making of the video.

teaching language
	Main teaching language in the coordinating institution [Table B – Languages]
	EN English

	Main teaching language in the partner institution [Table B – Languages]
	NL Dutch


